INSTITUTION AND EDUCATION OF CHILDREN    75

notwithstanding, mine opinion is, to bring them
up in the best and profitablest studies, and that
a man should slightly passe over those fond pres-
ages, and deceiving prognostikes, which we over
precisely gather in their infancie.

. . , Madame, Learning joyned with true
knowledge is an especiall and graceful ornament,
and an implement of wonderfull use and conse-
quence, namely in persons raised to that degree of
fortune, wherein you are. And in good truth,
learning hath not her owne true forme, nor can
she make shew of her beauteous lineaments, if
she fall into the hands of base and vile persons.
[For, as famous Torquato Tasso saith; "Phi-
"losophie being a rich and noble Queene, and
"knowing her owne worth, graciously smileth
"upon, and lovingly embraceth Princes and noble
"men, if they become suters to her, admitting
"thern as her minions, and gently affoording them
"all the favours she can; whereas upon the con-
"trarie, if she be wooed, and sued unto by
"clownes, mechanicall fellowes, and such base
"kind of people, she holds her selfe disparaged
"and disgraced, as holding no proportion with
"them. And therfore see we by experience, that
"if a true Gentleman, or nobleman follow her
"with any attention, and woo her with impor-
"tunitie, he shall learne and know more of her,
"and prove a better scholler in one yeare, than
"an ungentle or base fellow shall in seven, though